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078, was himself defeated by Bardas Phocas in 979. He
sought protection with the Caliph but was kept by him in
custody for seven years. While he was out of the way,
Bardas Phocas felt that his chance had come, and he engin-
eered a conspiracy in 985 with the Emperor's great-uncle,
and hitherto his chief adviser, the eunuch Basil. Basil II
showed his capacity by the energy and the rapidity with
which he crushed this dangerous plot. But Phocas was still
at large, and in 980 Sclerus escaped from his confinement at
Bagdad. Each of them had himself proclaimed Emperor,
and they then joined forces to dethrone Basil and divide
the Empire between them. Such a division of the spoils was
not really to the taste of either, and Bardas Phocas, who
could count on the allegiance of most of Asia Minor, took
his rival prisoner and at the head of a large army marched
on Constantinople. Once again Basil proved himself at a
crisis. He won the powerful support of the Church by
repealing the anti-clerical legislation of Nicephorus, and he
called in to his aid the prince of Kiev, Vladimir the Great,
who had abandoned the policy of his father Svyastoslav and
had kept on friendly terms with the Emperor. He lent 6,000
soldiers l to Basil, who with their aid defeated Bardas Phocas
in 088, and again decisively in 989, when Bardas fell on the
iickl of battle, Bardas Sclerus, released from captivity,
made his peace with the Emperor, and at last the long period
of civil wars was at an end.

During these years, cspeciallyas so large a part of his
army looked to Bardas Phocas as its natural leader, the
Emperor had little opportunity to engage in any enterprise
of his own. lie could not go in person to the east, in spite
of appeals for help from Aleppo, which the Moslems from
Danger from Egypt wore attacking. A nearer and a more critical peril
a confronted him in Bulgaria, where Samuel had seized the
opportunity of John Ts death to revive the former greatness
of the Bulgarian Empire. He overran Thrace and invaded
southern Greece, even threatening the Peloponuesc. Not until
the first revolt of Bardas Sclerus had been successfully crushed
could Basil take any steps to deal with him. In 981 he

aThey remained at Constantinople as the bodyguard of the Emperor,
the famous ** Varangian " bodyguard, which for some time to come con-
tinued to be recruited from Russia.